Bishkek Artist’s Studio Exchange Program

Program information

The Bishkek Artist’s Studio Exchange Program is open to professional artists from visual art discipline. Our mission is to maximize exchange between local and international artists, stimulate new ideas, encourage experimentation, and elevate art in Kyrgyzstan.

The program supports artist’s new work, research and collaborations. 
The hosting artist offers free accommodation, breakfast and studio space for up 4 weeks. 

LOCATION: Bishkek Artist’s Studio is located in Bishkek, capital of Kyrgyzstan.   

ARTIST RESPONSIBLE FOR  Еravel and materials, health insurance.

The Bishkek Artist’s Studio Exchange Program is managed by * Б’Art: Bishkek Art Center .

Information about hosting artist: Faiziev Vladimir, is a professional artist, a member of Kyrgyzstan Artists’ Union, the Head of the drawing faculty at the Kyrgyz-Russian University

Eligibility 

Bishkek Artist’s Studio Exchange Program is open to professional individual artist.
Б’Art: Bishkek Art Center supports professional artists’ practice in visual art at all stages in his/her career. Invited artist will provide the same conditions in his/her own country for the hosting artist Faiziev.

Information about studio:

Art studio is located on the second floor of the Б’Art: Bishkek Art Center complex, where is about 80 studios of Kyrgyz artists: painters, graphics, sculptures… Studio is a residential studio space available to international artist. This studio program allows visitor to participate in and contribute to Bishkek’s art community, and also facilitates the exchange of information between local and international artists.  The studio is centrally located in a quiet area in which artists, arts professionals and academics reside, and the locale of many affordable cafes and restaurants and is about 3 kilometers from the central district of Bishkek. Access to public transport means that most areas of the city and surrounding suburbs can be reached easily.

Housing: Studio is a self open plan studio and living space, approximately 48m2, with good natural and artificial light. It encompasses a small kitchen equipped with cooking facilities, a private bathroom, upstairs bedroom 12m2, telephone, colored TV and basic furniture.

Other facilities & services: Access to Bishkek Art Center’s including big and small  exhibition halls, photocopier, basic computer and e-mail is available by arrangement. Some basic tools can be borrowed from office, however visiting artist is responsible for providing his/her own tools and materials. 
         Bishkek Artist’s Studio Exchange Program Application

DEADLINES: April 15
Complete & return application along with Resume and Samples of Work to bishkekartcenter@gmail.com
Name:____________________________________________  Citizenship: ______________________

Email: ____________________________________ Visual Art Form: ___________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________ State: _________________ Country: ________________

Date of Birth (DD/MM/YY): _____________ Non-artist Employment: ___________________________

Select month of preference for 1 month visit:  
2008:   June_______   

July_______ 


August _______   

REFERENCES:  List the names and email addresses of 3 references who will submit a letter on your behalf to Б’Art directly by email to bishkekartcenter@gmail.com
.  Letter of references must be submitted by April 1.

1. ________________________________________________________________________________

2.  ________________________________________________________________________________

3.  ________________________________________________________________________________

RETREAT PROJECT:   Please provide a brief statement explaining your project ideas ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________


__________________________

                                    E-signature                                                                                                Date
Cultural Competence and Civility Arts Community Outreach
Brief Project Description:
The Cultural Competence & Civility Arts Community Outreach is countrywide project aimed at changing public attitudes and behavior towards cross-ethnic relations throughout Kyrgyzstan.  Using a variety of innovative multi-media art forms, this outreach will involve communities in each oblast in an interactive dialogue about the critical role of cross-cultural competence and civility in the civil development of Kyrgyzstan. The focus will be on internal relations among Kyrgyz citizens, as well as on external relations with tourists, expatriates, and international encounters.

This community project seeks to enhance the socio-cultural relations among Ethnic Uzbeks, Tajiks, Russians, Germans, Tatars, Swiss, Dungans, Koreans, Uigur, Chinese, Turkish, Pakistanis, Indians and others) by initially creating a platform for open dialogue about the existing issues of visible and hidden uncivil relations among the target groups. The immediate goal here is to enhance community awareness and knowledge that cross-cultural ability and civility are critical matters that need to be addressed individually and collectively.  Our aim is to encourage the community to begin to develop new values about their cross-cultural interactions with an understanding that we all have the basic human right to be respected and treated with dignity. We aim to penetrate deep into far reaches of each region through the multiplying effect of involving teachers, educational institutions and youth in the project; thus lending to the effectiveness of subsequent outreach efforts focused on sharing specific capacity building skills for positive cross-cultural relations.
Intending to elevate understanding and promote friendly dialogue throughout Kyrgyzstan, this arts community outreach will be executed via four components.  

· “Open Borders of Tolerance” A film festival that will feature the works of local and international filmmakers.  Films will be in form of shorts and documentaries depicting various scenarios and elements of ethnic relations & cultural competence.  Viewings will be followed by brief and interactive audience discussions facilitated by filmmakers and respected community leaders and teachers.         
· “Gallery of Testimonies”- Multi-media exhibition that will present the documented personal experiences of ethnic relations in Kyrgyzstan (historical and contemporary). Exhibition will feature interviews (written, audio, and video) and photographs of reported accounts. This component of the outreach project is meant to be especially thought-provoking and will attempt to demonstrate the linkages between the experiences of ethnic groups during periods of outside rule and the prevailing attitudes and behaviors that being demonstrated today across ethnic groups.

As it is necessary to visit each oblast to effectively reach out to the various ethnic communities in order to raise public awareness on this issue of cultural competence, the project will be executed according to the following timeline:

Aprill  2008

(Osh, Uzgen, Karasu) Jalalabat, Bazarkorgon, Nooken, Batken, Isfana, Sulukta)

“Open Borders of Tolerance”- Film Festival

“Gallery of Testimonies”- Multi-Media Exhibition
May  2008

(Karakol,  Kochkorka, Narun)

“Open Borders of Tolerance”- Film Festival

“Gallery of Testimonies”- Multi-Media Exhibition
June 2008

(Kant, Karabalta, Tokmok)

“Open Borders of Tolerance”- Film Festival

“Gallery of Testimonies”- Multi-Media Exhibition

July  2008

 (Talas)

“Open Borders of Tolerance”- Film Festival

“Gallery of Testimonies”- Multi-Media Exhibition

Given that ethnic relations permeate and affect all aspects of society, we aim to target the community-at-large (adults, youth, pensioners, bankers, farmers, teachers, politicians, students, scientists, bazaar merchants) by packaging this initiative in a public arts and entertainment outreach format.  The intended impact of this outreach is to broaden awareness of the current issues regarding ethnic relations and to subsequently elicit a desire for change in attitude and social practice among individuals, and by extension, their communities.

